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Aaron Packman
Twitter: @ NUWaterCenter
#drinc_hub

Aaron Packman is the Director of the Center for Water Research and Professor of Civil
and Environmental Engineering at Northwestern University. He is also a Senior Fellow
in the Northwestern-Argonne Institute of Science and Engineering, and the Water Lead
in the Manufacturing Science and Engineering Initiative at Argonne National
Laboratory. Dr. Packman is an internationally recognized expert in water resources,
surface-groundwater interactions, and biological and biogeochemical processes in
aquatic systems. Dr. Packman’s research team is working to solve a variety of problems,
including nutrient pollution, urban flooding, ecosystem degradation & restoration, and
waterborne disease transmission. Packman has received numerous awards and honors,
including a Fulbright Distinguished Chair in Hydrology and Hydraulic Engineering, the
Huber Research Prize from the American Society of Civil Engineers, and research
Career Awards from the National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health.
He received a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Washington University in St. Louis,
and an M.S. and Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering and Science from the California
Institute of Technology.

Alan Hamlet

Dr. Alan F. Hamlet is an Associate Professor in Civil and Environmental Engineering
and Earth Sciences at the University of Notre Dame. He is a specialist in the integrated
computer modeling of climate, hydrologic systems, water resources systems, and
ecosystems. These activities include construction of historical hydrometeorological data
sets, statistical and dynamic downscaling of climate model output, large- and small-scale
hydrologic modeling of surface and groundwater systems, analysis of hydrologic
extremes (floods, droughts), water resources modeling (simulation and optimization of
reservoir operations), and ecosystem modeling of oceans, rivers, estuaries, wetlands, and
lakes. Dr. Hamlet has also participated in modeling studies of regional energy systems,
agricultural systems, as well as urban heat-related deaths stemming from changing
temperature and humidity regimes. The tools employed in these diverse research
activities can be readily applied at local- to global-scales to suit a wide range of
applications, and Dr. Hamlet has been involved extensively in integrated modeling
studies in North America (e.g. in the western, central, and southeastern U.S.) as well as
at the global scale.
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Amy Ando
Twitter: @ AmyEcon

Amy Ando is a Professor of environmental economics in the Department of Agricultural
and Consumer Economics at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. She studies
the economics of environmental justice, approaches to reduce climate change
uncertainty in conservation outcomes, policies to improve urban stormwater
management, and methods for estimating the values of ecosystem services.
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Anne-Marie Hanson is an Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies at UIS. She
merges humanities and scientific approaches to study the social and environmental
impacts of material discards — i.e. urban garbage, marine debris, wastewater, plastics,
and microplastics. Dr Hanson is a gender and social science consultant for the United
Nations Environment Programme and a 2019-2020 Public Voices Fellow with The
OpEd Project.

Ashish Sharma
Twitter: @ A_Sharma007

Ashish Sharma is the Illinois Research Climatologist at the Illinois State Water Survey
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His research interests lie in
atmospheric sciences and land/ocean-atmosphere interactions at a range of spatial scales
(regional to local) that are relevant to the management of human and natural systems.
His research focuses on reducing vulnerabilities and increasing readiness in urban,
agricultural, and natural environments in a changing climate. He performs targeted
dynamical downscaling experiments with the overarching goal of creating “bridges”
between global, regional and micro-scale modeling. Another dimension of his research
is to work at the intersection of science, engineering, and social sciences to perform
collaborative and translational research that benefits society. He is a fellow of the Royal
Meteorological Society. He is also one of the organizers of the Center for Urban
Resilience and Environmental Sustainability (CURES) workshop.

Brant Walker

Brant Walker is the Mayor for the City of Alton.

Cara Bader

Cara Bader is Chief Sustainability Officer in the Office of Mayor at the City of Chicago.
She has served in a variety of roles during her time in the Mayor’s Office, including
Chief of Policy for former Mayor Rahm Emanuel, and also currently serves as Deputy
Chief of Staff for Infrastructure and Services. Cara joined the City as member of the
Innovation Team, a Bloomberg Philanthropies initiative to design and implement
effective solutions to pressing challenges. She has held previous roles in research at
World Business Chicago (WBC), a public-private partnership between the City and
Chicago’s business community, and the Urban Transportation Center at the University
of Illinois at Chicago.

Cara has a Master of Urban Planning and Policy, concentrating in economic
development, from the University of Illinois at Chicago and a Bachelor of Arts in
Economics and International Studies from the University of Iowa.
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Connie Frey-Spurlock

Connie Frey Spurlock, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of Sociology at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. She teaches courses in research methods, sustainability, and
criminology. Her research focuses on sustainability pedagogy, recycling, and
community-engaged learning. Frey Spurlock serves as Director of SIUE's Successful
Communities Collaborative, a cross-disciplinary program that supports partnerships
between SIUE and Illinois communities to advance local resilience and sustainability
based on community-identified environmental, social and economic issues and needs.
She has also served as a Trustee for the Village of Williamson, a community of
approximately 220, since 2017. Since joining the Village Board, Williamson has secured
almost $150,000 in grant funding to improve the quality of life for its residents.

Twitter AQspgTgvsipdl
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Cynthia Klein-Banai is Associate Chancellor for Sustainability and
adjunct assistant professor in Environmental and Occupational Health
Sciences at the University of lllinois at Chicago. She leads campus
sustainability initiatives at UIC and conducts research on metrics for
sustainability in higher education using UIC-campus generated data for
improving sustainability outcomes.

Devin Hunter

Devin Hunter is a public historian and urban historian with interests in community
development and engagement. He is completing a manuscript titled City within a City:
Politics, Culture, and Diversity in Uptown Chicago, 1950 to 1980, which traces liberal
and radical aspirations for a culturally diverse neighborhood that is seemingly on the
perpetual verge of urban renewal, redevelopment, and gentrification. He is also in the
early stages of a project that follows the history of the commemoration of the
Springfield Race Riot of 1908, from the immediate aftermath of the violence through the
present day. Devin is the co-director of two projects funded by the University of Illinois
Presidential Initiative to Celebrate the Arts and Humanities: one focused on building
local capacity for cultural heritage tourism, and the other to curate an exhibit that
connects history to contemporary issues of social and economic justice.

Donald J. (Don) Wuebbles is the Harry E. Preble Professor of Atmospheric Science at
the University of Illinois. Dr. Wuebbles is an expert in atmospheric physics and
chemistry, with over 500 scientific publications related to the Earth’s climate, air
quality, and the stratospheric ozone layer. However his work goes well beyond that
through providing analyses and development of metrics used in national and
international policy and in developing analyses for understanding climate impacts on
society and ecosystems, plus potential resilience and societal responses. He has
co-authored a number of international and national scientific assessments. He co-led the
first volume of the 4th U.S. National Climate Assessment published in November 2017
that assesses the science of climate change and its effects on the United States, as
required by the U.S. Congress under the 1990 Global Change Act. He also co-authored
Volume 2 of the 4th U.S. National Climate Assessment, released in November 2018. He
led a new assessment on the impacts of climate change on the Great Lakes that was
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Don Wuebbles

published in March 2019. Dr. Wuebbles is the founding Director of the Center for Urban
Resilience and Environmental Sustainability.

As Director for Partnerships and Strategy, Dr. Elizabeth Kdcs provides strategic
leadership for UIC’s Energy Initiative (EI) expanding its reach and influence by
supporting collaborative research and education, spearheading innovative solutions
through extensive partnership building and stakeholder engagement, and driving the EI
brand and visibility as a thought leader with a focusing on energy storage for grid and
transportation and electrification of transportation, and providing unique insights on
policies and planning for cities. She serves several complimentary roles within the
university including Technology Commercialization Fellow and Adjunct Faculty, as
well as co-founder and executive leader for the Center for Urban Resilience and
Environmental Sustainability. She is also currently a 2019 NREL Energy Executive
Leader.

Hilary Pearson is the Energy & Environmental Policy Manager at Exelon Utility’s
Strategy and Policy organization. Working across Exelon’s portfolio of utility
companies, she is responsible for assessing policy issues that impact technology
feasibility, economics, and overall market potential consistent with the company’s
Utility of the Future strategic plan. Prior to ComEd and Exelon, Hilary worked as the
Policy Director at Sungevity, a rooftop solar company that was active in the US,
Australia, and Europe. She was also on the Board Directors with the California Solar
Energy Industries Association (now the California Solar and Storage Association). Prior
to her work in solar, Hilary worked for the former Chair of the US Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee, California Senator Barbara Boxer. While with the Senate
office, Hilary created and managed a federal grants program for California, in addition
to serving in a variety of legislative and field-based roles. A California native, she holds
a degree in Political Science from California Polytechnic State University in San Luis
Obispo and a certificate in Corporate Social Responsibility from the University of
California Berkeley.

Kevin Burns

Twitter: ANbzpscvsot

Kevin Burns has served in elected office in his hometown of Geneva, Illinois for more
than 23 years - first as a Geneva Library Board of Trustee, Alderman 1st Ward from
1997-2001 and as Geneva’s Mayor since 2001. On April 4, 2017 Burns was elected to
his fifth consecutive term as Mayor — Geneva’s longest-serving Mayor. In the
private sector, Burns has held executive positions with non-profit organizations
including the Muscular Dystrophy Association and Jerry Lewis Labor Day Telethon,
Midwestern University, National Safety Council, United States Olympic
Committee,United States Equestrian Team and United States Figure Skating Team.
Currently, Burns is the Director of Giving Initiatives for Special Olympics Illinois.
Born in Oak Park, Illinois, Burns has lived in Geneva sincel1974. He is a 1982 graduate
of Geneva Community High School and 1986 graduate of Augustana College (Rock
Island, Illinois) where he earned his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science & Speech
Communications. Burns is the father of three daughters, Emma (29), Grace (27) and
Florence (25) and the grandfather of Micah Emma White (4) and Bosco White (2).




